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NEWS RELEASE

Nov. 22, 1993
PRESIDENT’S LECTURER WILL DISCUSS LANGUAGE DECENCY AND CHAUCER
MISSOULA Harvard University English Professor and medievalist Larry D. Benson will discuss "Chaucer
and the Problem of Decency in Language" Thursday, Dec. 2, at The University of Montana.
His free public lecture, the fourth in the 1993-94 President’s Lecture Series, will begin at 8 p.m.
in the Urey Lecture Hall.
Chaucer, one of the first great English poets, is probably best known for his "Canterbury Tales,"
written in the late 14th century and considered fairly ribald even by today’s standards.
"Benson will be talking about euphemism and lack of euphemism in Chaucer, so the discussion
will be fairly candid," UM Provost and fellow medievalist Robert Kindrick said.
An Arizona native, Benson has taught at Harvard since 1959, landing a job there immediately
after earning a doctorate at the University of California at Berkeley. His scholarship covers a broad
range of literature from Beowulf forward through his particular specialties "Sir Gawain and the Green
Knight" and the legend of King Arthur. He edited the latest edition of "The Riverside Chaucer," the
standard reference for Chaucer scholars.
"He is the best middle-English scholar on the North American continent today," Kindrick said.
"He is amazing. He can read everything ever written, review every source and every scrap of material
and synthesize the information into insightful, readable and lively analyses."
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CONTACT: UM Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs Robert Kindrick, 243-2311.
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